concepts to interest the consultant. There appears an element of trying to cover too many topics, but if considered an introduction to the many aspects of airway management rather than an exhaustive coverage, this is reasonable. This book remains a very valid choice, particularly for departmental libraries.
N. Bradburn Sydney, New South Wales Basic Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography: A Multimedia Review. R. M. savage, s. Aronson. Philadelphia: Lippincott williams & wilkins, 2013; isBN 978-1-6054-7247-8; pp. 286; $125.99. in a soft paperback at just under 300 pages and with an accompanying DvD, this book is aimed at perioperative physicians looking for a basic understanding of transoesophageal echocardiography (Toe).
The book is written entirely in point form, with each chapter starting out with 'key Points' followed by an introduction, minimal expansion and finishing with multiple choice questions. Unfortunately, in point form the book rarely adequately explains or explores echocardiography concepts which would suit a novice. several chapters have no references. Many of the figures look to have been copied and pasted from a previous PowerPoint presentation. The chapter on the mitral valve for example, is just three pages long, with the use of terms and phrases with which a novice echocardiographer may not be familiar. Many chapters have multiple choice questions where the answer to the question being asked is not actually in the chapter. There are large but important areas missing, even for noncardiac anaesthetists, such as pericardial effusion/tamponade and fluid responsiveness. The chapter on transthoracic echocardiography has no figures and is very unhelpful for a novice.
The highlight of the package is the brief animation at the start of the DvD which shows Toe probe position, anatomic correlation and the subsequent echocardiographic image. This is quite good. Unfortunately, in the rest of the DvD package many of the images are of low quality and, frustratingly, many of the images do not correspond with the written explanation in the text. For example, video 2.2 talks about mirror image artefact and the aorta, yet shows a clip of a eustachian valve. This unfortunately occurred with many more of the clips. while these errors are obvious to those with a background in Toe, they would not be so to a novice, for whom this book is aimed. This book aims to provide information for specialist exams and an update of current knowledge for consultant anaesthetists. in 374 pages it covers all the important topics in paediatric anaesthesia. it is very easy to read with 'key points', 'tips', 'notes' and clear, simple tables. each chapter ends with a short conclusion or summary, a short bibliography and a handful of review questions. There are no references.
The book assumes a general understanding of adult anaesthesia and there is a strong emphasis on the simple and the practical, often with suggested anaesthesia techniques. There is no mention of evidence behind stated facts or suggestions and no discussion of the controversy and uncertainty that surrounds much of paediatric anaesthesia practice. This produces an easy-to-read 'safe way to do it' rather than a more indepth understanding of the principles and alternatives. senior academic paediatric anaesthetists may find this frustrating; however the book is not aimed at them! if the reader wants detail and evidence then there are several large and very detailed paediatric anaesthesia texts available to meet that need. There are also several handbook-sized texts on paediatric anaesthesia. These handbooks often contain little more than lists and are easy to carry, but difficult to read. sims and Johnson's text fills a niche between the handbook and the tome.
For trainees, this book provides an overview of the important topics and by the end of a paediatric anaesthesia rotation, a trainee should be familiar with most of what is covered in the text; thus it provides a useful summary. For the practising consultant anaesthetist who is not a full-time paediatric anaesthetist, the book serves as a useful update and 'how to' guide.
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